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RAPCON controls
the skies from
underground

Above: Technical Sgt.
Jerry Hatcher, 8th
Operations Support
Squadron tower/RAP-
CON coordinator, and
Master Sgt. Jonathan
Gill, 8th OSS arrival
controller, can watch all
aircraft flying near
Kunsan and communi-
cate with the tower from
this terminal. Right:
Staff Sgt. Rich Lopez,
8th OSS watch supervi-
sor, does exactly what
his job title suggests.
He supervises the shift.

Photos by Airman 1st Class Brian Hill

Top: Radar approach control works with the air traffic control tower watch-
ing aircraft arriving and departing Kunsan Air Base. Air traffic controllers
at RAPCON watch Kunsan’s airspace. Approaching aircraft with no visibil-
ity are assisted in using their instruments to land from RAPCON. Above:
Senior Airman Sarah Knoll, 8th OSS approach assistant controller, coordi-
nates instrument flight rules with Incheon air control center. RAPCON
coordinates with Osan approach, Haemi approach, Kwangju approach and
Incheon air control center on a regular basis. Three Republic of Korea Air
Force air traffic controllers working in RAPCON at any given time help with
language barriers.

Radar Approach Control is located underground and controllers
working there refer to it as “The Dungeon.”  CAK


